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JEWELLED FANTASIES AND MASTERPIECES INCLUDED IN THE FAROUK SALE.
A  ZA R F  (C O F F E E -C U P  H O LD ER ) E N C R U S T E D  O N E  OF A  PA IR  : A Z A R F  S E T  W ITH  D IA M O N D S O N E  O F  A  S E T  O F S IX  I A  Z A R F  O F  G O LD  SH O W IN G  T H E  S IZ E  O F  T H E  P R IN C IP A L
W IT H  D IA M O N D S ON A  L IL A C  E N A M E L  A N D  R U B IE S , T H E  C L A W -S E T  R U B IE S  IN  A D IAM O N D  L E A V E S  W ITH  D IA M O N D S IN  P L A T IN U M  D IA M O N D S I O N E  O F  T H E  ZARFS  O F  T H E
G R O U N D . E A R L Y  N IN E T E E N T H  C E N T U R Y . S U N - R A V , W ITH P E A R L  B O R D E R S  A B O V E  A N D  B E LO W '. M O U N T S ; A N D  D IA M O N D  P A N E L S . G O L D -A N D -D IA M O N D  C O F F E E  S E T .
A F A B U L O U S  D IA M O N D -A N D -G O L D  T U R K IS H  CO FFE E S E T  ; T H E  C IR C U L A R  T R A Y  O F  SO LID  
G O L D  W ITH  E N A M E L L E D  F LO W E R S A N D  A  D IAM ON D  B O R D E R . SW ISS, C. 1 8 4 O . D IA M E T E R  
O F  T R A Y . 5 0  CM. ( l 9 {  IN S .) .  W E IG H T  O F  T R A Y  A L L  IN , 5 2 2 5  C R A M S .
THE small works of art and objets de vertu included in 
the sale (to which Messrs. 
Sotheby are the professional 
advisers) of the Egyptian Royal 
treasures, many collected by 
ex-King Farouk, which is due 
to take place in Cairo early next 
year, include every type of 
luxury article of the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries; and 
examples of the highest achieve­
ments of goldsmiths in France 
and Switzerland. There are 
also astonishing examples of 
objects of immense intrinsic 
value made for the Eastern 
market. Among these must be 
mentioned a very large collec­
tion of jewelled Zarfs, as the 
holders for Turkish coffee-cups 
are called, and the astonishing 
gold-and-diamond coffee set 
illustrated. The Royal rattle 
is another remarkable piece. It 
has a pale-green jade handle, 
surmounted by the Turkish 
Crown in brilliants and with 
the Star and Crescent in dia­
monds as finial, while the objects 
“  rattled ”  are rubies. One of 
the most important of the 
large series of automata in 
precious metals is the celebrated 
[ Continued below.
A  R O Y A L  J E W E L L E D  R A T T L E  SU R M O U N T E D  B Y  T H E  T U R K IS H  
CRO W N  IN  D IA M O N D S. l 8  CM . ( 7 £ IN S .)  J A N D  (R IG H T ) A  D IA M O N D - 
E N C R U S T E D  F L Y -W H IS K  H A N D L E . 22  CM . ( 8 f  IN S .)
T H E  FAM OUS M A G IC IA N  B O X , SH O W IN G  THE A U TO M A TA  SC E N E  WITH 
A N SW E R S Q U E ST IO N S PU T  TO HIM  B Y  T H E  SP E C T A T O R . SW ISS.
Continued.]
Magician Box, where a mechanical wizard answers the spectator’s questions. These 
questions— which may be selected from a series of twelve— are inscribed on small 
tablets. One is taken from a drawer on the right and inserted in  a smaller drawer 
above, and on pressing a button the mechanism is set in motion. Music sounds, 
the Magician looks in his Book of Destiny, and waves his wand, while the Shepherd 
on the right plays his lyre. A branch of the tree on the left drops to disclose in a 
small space the answer to the question. The branch then returns to its place,
A  F IN E  G O LD  M O STR R  A T A C T ”  ( “ B L IN D  M AN ’ S  W A T C H ” ) B Y  L E  RO Y* 
P A R IS , T H E  A R R O W  PO IN T E R  IN  D IAM O N D S I O N E OF A  L A R G E  C O LLE C T IO N .
the music ceases, and the automatons no longer move. The questions and answers, 
which exhibit a combination of nawtte and gentle satire, include : “  Who is the 
Young Woman’s Confidant?” “ A  Mirror.”  “ What does a girl of sixteen 
desire ? ”  “ A  Husband.”  “  Who consoles us ? ”  “  Time ”  ; and “  What lasts for 
too short a time ? ”  “  Love.”  The cover of the box is finely enamelled in colours. 
It was formerly in the collection of Edouard Gelis, and was made in Switzerland 
in the early nineteenth century, probably by Piguet et Meyland.
M U SIC. T H E  M E C H A N IC A L M AGICIA N  
E A R L Y  N IN E T E E N T H  C E N T U R Y . 8*3 CM . (c. 3$ IN S.)
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FABULOUS TREASURES OF EGYPT TO BE SOLD: NOTABLE OBJETS D’ART.
IN  P A L E  B L U E  E N A M E L  ON A N  E N G IN E -T U R N E D  G R O U N D  : A  M IN IA T U R E  R O U L E T T E -W H E E L , W ITH  A  G A R L A N D  
IN  G O L D , O N  A N  O N Y X  B A S E , B Y  F A B E R G E . 7  CM . ( 2 }  IN S.)
a  l o u t s  xvi. bruU-parfum is  g o l d  a n d  a g a t e ,  w i t h  s u p e r b l y  c h a s e d  m o u n t s ,  t h e
P L IN T H  S E T  W IT H  B L O O D S T O N E  P A N E L S  B E A R I N G  M IN IA T U R E S  IN  grisaille. 2 7 .5  C M . H IG H . 
(C . I 0 5  I N S .)
B E A R IN G  A  H U N T IN G  S C E N E  O F A D OG  A T T A C K IN G  A  S W A N , IN  H A R D S T O N E S , A F T E R  O U D R Y  : T H E  
B A S E  O F A  F R E D E R IC K  T H E  G R E A T  P R E S E N T A T IO N  S N U F F -B O X  IN  H A R D ST O N E S A N D  D IA M O N D S.
A V E R Y  R A R E  S W IS S  G O LD  A N D  E N A M E L  PIST O L W A T C H  : T H E  W A T C H  IS  IN  T H E  B U T T  A N D , W H E N  B E A R IN G  A  M IN IA T U R E  B U S T  P O R T R A IT  O F  A  W OM AN  ON O N E  S ID E  A N D  T H A T  OF A
TH E T R IG G E R  IS  P R E S S E D , P E R F U M E  IS  SH OT FROM  A  LO T U S F L O W E R  A T  T H E  E N D  O F  T H E  B A R R E L . M AN  O N  T H E  O T H E R  I A N O T E B O O K  C O V E R  B Y  N E U B E R  S E T  W ITH  P L A Q U E S OF
E A R L Y  N IN E T E E N T H  C E N T U R Y . I I  CM . ( 4 !  IN S .)  SE M I-P R E C IO U S  S T O N E S  IN  G O L D  M O U N TS. 7-5 CM . (C. 2 |  IN S.)
The sale of the Palace Collections of Egypt, “  the Property of the Republic of 
Egypt and sold by order of the Government,”  is due to take place in February 
and March 1954 in Cairo. The occasion is one of outstanding—indeed, of 
sensational— importance, and Messrs. Sotheby, the professional advisers for the 
sales, point out that the auction suggests comparison with the dispersals of the 
Whitehall Collection under the Commonwealth, or of the contents of Versailles 
in 1793. Some idea of the rarity of the objets d'art included in the collection, and 
of the fabulous intrinsic value of a number of the lots may be obtained by the
i l l u s t r a t i A n e  J  , l ~** C » « °
snuff-box, whose base we illustrate, is of large size. The moss agate base has 
gold mounts and is heavily encrusted with large brilliant-cut diamonds. It was 
owned by Prince Albrecht of Prussia, son of Frederick William (1770-1840), and 
is a noble piece, comparable with treasures in the Louvre, at Monbijou and in the 
Wallace Collection. The Swiss gold and enamel pistol watch, enamelled in red and 
blue with seed-pearl borders, is only one of an immense collection of such watches, 
carried out in the rarest of materials, and in the most fantastic of shapes and 
forms—cherries, shoes, skulls. CuDids huutl*« «u fuv+v. xv,® v ,t ,  ■»*»* also
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